Camas Valley Rural Fire District

PO BOX 220, CAMAS VALLEY, OR 97416 (541) 445-2207 and (541) 430-4254

Support the Volunteer Fire Dept 5 Year Tax Levy

Every 5 years the Camas Valley Volunteer Fire Department must renew by ballot vote our 5-year tax levy. In 1997
taxpayers voted on Measure 50 to freeze district tax bases and would only allow a yearly 3% tax increase by the county,
which froze our tax per $1000 at 0.6937. With minimal value growth, our community is valued at $80,041,408 per the
accessor’s office. The Camas Valley 21J School is allowed to collect taxes on $68,809,887 at a tax rate per $1000 of
4.6977. The Camas Valley Rural Volunteer Fire Department is only allowed to collect taxes on $45,276,079 at a
permanent tax per $1000 at 0.6937 at a value of $31,407 as a permanent budget, and 3/4 of that would cover only our
insurance costs, no fuel, training, equipment, or vehicle maintenance. We are decreasing our tax levy by 5% for a rate of
2.4606 for a budget value of $140,369 which our Fire Board feels that this can meet our financial responsibility and be
able to hopefully save to replace non-compliant equipment. This will roughly decrease a property worth $250,000 by $50
in taxes yearly.

Over the last decade the Fire Department has been able to get better fire ratings for the community to decrease
homeowner insurance rates. Without a fire department within a five-mile radius of the community, insurance rates would
skyrocket. Our response times have been reduced for emergency calls, and there has been an increase in the number of
911 calls to over 160. This last year (2021) we had 37 fire calls, which is our highest number yet. Our population has
increased 30% from 934 in 2010 and is currently 1394 per 2020 US Census Bureau.

Just as an example of equipment that had to be replaced last year, we have 9 SCBA (self-contained breathing
apparatus) that we purchased from a partial grant 18 years ago. They are certified for 15 years, and we used them for
another 2 years past the safety standards as we were unable to replace at a cost of $73,000. Without these, we are unable
to fight structure fires up close as the toxic gases are extremely harmful to our fire personnel. We were able to get a
low-interest loan and have the 9 SCBA packs recertified and purchase new tanks that are good for another 15 years at a
savings of $20,000 on their costs. Over the past 4-5 years grants have been very scarce, and hard to fund equipment that
meets standards as required by NFPA (National Fire Prevention Association) and our insurance.

We currently have 23 volunteers on the roster, 16 are certified Fire Fighter I, 3 Fire Instructors 1 and 6 that are
medically certified. Our volunteers spend many hours away from their families, even after working full days at work.
They go on calls, training, checking on community members doing welfare checks, plowing roads to keep them open,
fighting fires in Camas Valley and assisting neighboring communities Tenmile, Green District, and Bridge when needed.

If this levy does not pass in May 2022, we will have to look at dissolving the Fire Department (losing all of its
history) and restarting it with a similar tax base (of the current tax levy) for November 2022 ballot vote. If that does not

pass, then the Camas Valley Rural Volunteer Department would close permanently.

We urge the community to pass this bill in May 2022 to allow us to continue

serving the community and its members within the great town of Camas Valley.



